ECHOCARDIOGRAM “ECHO”
 

Procedure
In echocardiography (ECHO), high frequency sound waves are used to form an image of your heart. A “Transducer” is placed on your chest and the sound waves are reflected from your heart muscle back to the ultrasound machine, where they are displayed on a video screen.

Purpose
Echocardiography provides your doctor with information about your heart size and function, as well as any abnormalities of your heart.

Preparation/Side Effects
The ECHO takes between 30 minutes and an hour. The procedure is usually painless, and there are no known side effects. You will be asked to disrobe from the waist up and a patient gown and/or drape will be provided for your comfort. You will then be asked to lie on your left side to provide the technologist with the best possible pictures. The information obtained will be recorded on a video tape for review by a Cardiologist. Your electrocardiogram (ECG) may also be monitored during the procedure. 

Additional Information
Your doctor may order a “Doppler” evaluation of your heart valves. This procedure is performed at the same time as your ECHO and produces a “swishing” sound that will give us information about the blood flow within your heart.

Results
All recorded information is reviewed by a Cardiologist and a report is sent to your Physician. 
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